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don and sought to reorganize the city Democracy. This had produced a
split in the party which in the mayoralty election of 1857 caused the
defeat of Wood. The ex-Mayor then broke with Tammany Hall and
organized his own headquarters at Mozart Hall. He was planning to
raid the districts of the city Congressmen who had opposed him, and
defeat them in 1858.8
Many efforts were made to get Washington to take sides. Would
Schell, the chief federal officeholder, and Wood dominate there, or
would Sickles, Cochrane, and the rest of the New York City Congress-
men? When the House battle over Lecompton started, Clark and
Haskin bolted, while Sickles and Cochrane remained loyal to the ad-
ministration. For this the latter expected a good share of the local
patronage. Schell, however, had no interest in their Kansas votes, and
he continued to be unfriendly to their pretensions. He was trying to re-
form the customhouse and did not want it cluttered with their "heelers."
His attitude was embarrassing to Buchanan and Cobb, who labored
with him during the summer of 1858, trying to persuade him to take
the recommendation of the city Congressmen. Schell thus importuned
yielded something, but he never granted anything more than he had to.9
Such schism in Gotham endangered the eight New York City seats.
If they were lost, the Democrats could expect a delegation approaching
zero. Regardless, they gave themselves over to factionalism with whole-
hearted abandon. Representatives Clark and Haskin found the adminis-
tration determined to punish their bolt on Lecompton and setting up
candidates against them; in self-preservation, they accepted Republican
support. In Taylor's Brooklyn district, also, two Democrats slugged it
out, and in Jack Kelly's Manhattan bailiwick there were no fewer than
three. Both Tammany and Mozart Hall set up tickets in the municipal
election, thus making victory likely for Mayor Tiemann's slate of Re-
publican and American councilmen and city officers.
Ex-Mayor Wood followed his own devious path. In the state com-
mittee he introduced resolutions supporting Douglas and Wise in their
opposition to Lecompton. After his delegation was refused admission
to the state convention, he offered to sell out to Buchanan, for appoint-
ment as governor of the territory of Nebraska. The President, whose
attitude toward Wood is still obscure, would not agree; whereupon